CHAPTER XIV

NO.   90

THE formation of a strong Romanising section in the
Tractarian party was obviously damaging to the party
and dangerous to the Church. It was fro tanto a
verification of the fundamental charge against the
party, a charge which on paper they had met success-
fully, but which acquired double force when this
paper defence was traversed by facts. And a great
blow was impending over the Church, if the zeal and
ability which the movement had called forth and
animated were to be sucked away from the Church,
and not only lost to it, but educated into a special
instrument against it. But the divergence became
clear only gradually, and the hope that after all it was
only temporary and would ultimately disappear was
long kept up by the tenacity with which Mr. Newman,
in spite of misgivings and disturbing thoughts, still
recognised the gifts and claims of the English Church.
And on the other hand, the bulk of the party, and
its other Oxford leaders. Dr. Pusey, Mr. Keble, Mr,